
Tuesday, April 6 Off Season Gathering at 

Mad Jackõs in Vadnais Heights. 

We gather at about 6:15 to take advan-

tage of the Happy Hour Specials which 

end at 6:30.   

   

Sunday, April 25  5:00 p.m.  

Ice Breaker.  White Bear Country Inn-

Party Room.   

 

Tuesday May 4 7:00 p.m.-Pre Season 

Seminar.  Rules and Tactics.  Presented 

by Pete Kulenkamp of UK Sail Loft in 

Bayfield, WI. 

 

Tuesday May 11 7:00 p.m.  Pre Season 

Seminar 

 

Tuesday May 18 On the Water Training 

 

Tuesday May 25th  On the Water Train-

ing 
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T h e  favo r e d  e n d  

This yearõs Chili 

Cook-off was, by 

any standardð a 

smashing success.  

With a dozen taste 

tempting entries it 

was hard to 

choose.  The chiliõs 

ranged from mild to 

a very spicy  ver-

sion that was 

loaded with green chilies and jalapenos.   Another of the chili 

offerings had lots of  corn and black beans and was a crowd 

favorite but the award for the best chili went to Sam Huonder 

for her White Bean Chicken Chili.   

 

The highlight of the event though had to be the first ever 

BBYRA  Raingutter Regatta, the brainchild of Jason Brown 

who saw the comic potential in adopting this Boy Scout ac-

tivity.  Two ten foot long rain gutters were placed on saw-

horses and filled with water.  Contestants either brought 

their own home built boats or chartered one of the WBBW 

charter boats.  After passing a rigorous inspection by Linda 

Reiner the 14 intrepid skippers took their places by the race 

course.  

 

Using the bracket method the match races began with Jason, 

Principal Race Officer, calling the starts and keeping a keen 

eye on any rule violations.  Although the protest flag flew a 

number of times luckily there were no on the water colli-

sions.  After a hotly contested battle Lisa Mathewson 

emerged as the Race Champion with Rich Loe a close sec-

ond. Out most heartfelt thanks goes to Jason and Angie for 

providing the venue, the race course, the beverages and the 

prizes for both the Regatta and Chili Cook Off but there many 

others who helped.  Tom Bain, Commodore who made sure 

everyone had a nametag, Eric Hegland-setup, Linda Reiner-

Inspection and Registration Table and  Ernie Eisenberg-

Safety Officer. 

 

 

Jason declares Lisa Mathewson the Champion of 

the Raingutter Regatta.  Rich Loe is a close second. 

Sam 

Huonder, 

winner of 

the chili  

cook off 

poses with 

her prize, 

donated 

by Jason 

of WBBW. 

Be sure to mark your calendars for 

these upcoming BBYRA Events! 



In the fall of 2003 I decided to build a small sailboat in 

my garage.  After looking at dozens of boat plans I chose 

a design by Jacques Merten called Caravelle.  I chose 

this 14õ, pram 

bowed dinghy be-

cause of its unique 

modified Garvey 

hull form, deep-v 

shaped bottom, 

large cockpit and 

open cuddy.  It also 

gave me the oppor-

tunity to try the so 

called òStitch-and-

Glueó construction 

method in which 

pre-shaped plywood panels are first stitched together 

with wire then joined with thickened epoxy and fiber-

glass tape. 

The first major hurdle in winter boatbuilding is finding a 

heated space to build the boat.  Since my garage isnõt 

heated or insulated, I decided to use a propane space 

heater to warm the garage enough to work without 

gloves.  I installed a small duct fan connected to a 6õ 

section of aluminum 

dryer duct to pull in 

fresh air while the gas 

heater was running.  I 

used a CO2 detector to 

check the air quality 

throughout the garage 

and to determine how 

much fresh air was 

needed.  A box fan 

mounted to the joists 

helped circulate the air and reclaim some of the heat 

lost to stratification .  Now that I had my workspace pre-

pared, I could begin working on the boat.  First, I laid out 

the parts by transferring reference points from the plans 

to the plywood and drawing in the shapes.  The smaller 

parts with simple shapes were drawn using a straight 

edge and compass but the larger curved panels required 

lofting.  To loft a curve, nails are partially driven into the 

plywood at evenly spaced reference points pulled from 

the plans.  A wooden drawing batten is pressed against 

the nails and the curve is drawn in along the edge of the 

batten.  Then the parts were all cut from the plywood 

sheets using my circle saw and jig saw.  Since the 

shapes of the side and bottom panels are the same for 

port and starboard, I was able to cut them simultane-

ously by stacking the plywood sheets. Next, I began as-

sembling the hull.  The master frame was mounted to the 

strong back, and the sides were attached to the master 

frame.  Support blocks clamped to the strong back 

helped steady the side panels while I attached the stern 

and the bow transoms and frames #1, and #3.  At this 

point I noticed a mistake in the shape of the side panels.   

To fix the problem I removed the stern transom, drew in 

the correct shape, re-cut the panels in place, and reat-

tached the transom keel and to the bow transom and tem-

porarily screwed to the frames and stern transom.   

The hull was then 

turned right side up, 

squared, leveled and 

straightened before 

making the interior 

seams.  To glue the 

seams, I mixed epoxy 

resin with wood flour to 

make a thick paste.  The 

paste was spread into 

the seam, shaped into a 

rounded fillet then covered with fiberglass tape and more 

epoxy resin.  Although the garage was comfortable it was-

nõt warm enough to cure epoxy.  For this, I built a card-

board enclosure around the glue joint and used my port-

able electric space heater to warm the enclosure.  To 

keep the enclosures small to allow better temperature 

control, I glued the seams in the sections between the 

frames.  After making the interior seams the hull was 

turned upside down again and the exterior seams were 

sanded smooth and taped and the skeg, centerboard, and 

rudder assembly were mounted.  After the hull was com-

pleted, I tried painting the interior with an oil based 

enamel paint as recommended by the designer but the 

paint wasnõt compatible with the epoxy and it would not 

fully dry.  After stripping it all off I switched to a linear 

polyurethane paint sold by the epoxy supplier, which 

worked quite well.  I left the transoms and the center-

board trunk bright to show off some of the wood. 

For the rig, I found a used mainsail and jib at Bacon Sailõs  

and Jason at White Bear Boat Works gave me a great deal 

on the mast and hardware.  To allow the rig to stow in the 

hull, I cut the mast in half and made a splice to reconnect 

the two sections for sailing.  The first sail on Medicine 

Lake went quite well and the mast splice worked per-

fectly.  The Caravelle is a little tender at first but stiffens 

up quickly at around 10° of heel allowing plenty of time to 

move to the high side in the puffs.  Overall, performance 

was decent; I managed to hit 4.7 knots according to the 

GPS, and she handled well on all points.   

Building Caravelle was a fun and challenging project be-

cause it let me custom-

ize features of the boat 

to fit my preferences.  I 

also found the Stitch 

and Glue method very 

effective for making 

strong, light plywood 

boats.  I am looking 

forward to my next boat 

building project and I 

may even create a de-

sign of my own to build. 
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Building Caravelle by Ray Boyd 



The BBYRA plans to email a roster with club members 

contact information  to all members. To be included in 

this roster, you must opt in on your  2010 membership 

application  

 

BBYRA Handbooks will be online.  It is highly recom-

mended that you download and print the information 

since it does contain important information about the 

racing season 

 

The BBYRA  plans to continue  to send many club no-

tices via e-mail to save mailing costs and time. How-

ever, membership applications and banquet forms will 

generally be sent by regular mail. The newsletter, appli-

cations, forms, and other notices will also be posted on 

the BBYRA web site at www.bbyra.com. If you do not 

have internet access and need the newsletter sent to 

you by regular mail please be sure to indicate that on 

your membership application. 

 

 

 

 

As I write this in the early days of March it seems that 

with the  gradual warming of the weather, the snow 

melting slowly and the days growing longer that spring 

and the start of the sailing season canõt be far away. 

 

You will soon be receiving your invite to the Ice Breaker, 

our annual season opening event and your membership 

application for the 2010 season.  You will notice that 

dues for this year have increased slightly.  While raising 

feeõs is not something the Board relished having to do 

the reality is that expenses continue to increase while 

membership continues to decline.  While opinions vary 

on this downward trend there is not much point in argu-

ing with the reality.  In hopes of attracting new mem-

bers this year we are offering a one time only price on 

new racing memberships.  For our long standing mem-

bers who paid the full price and continue to support this 

club the Board extends itõs deepest thanks to you and 

hopes for your understanding in this matter.   

 

As many of you know, the club usually finds it coffers 

low at this time of year while waiting for dues payments 

to arrive however this year the balance sheet is firmly in 

the red.  I would like to ask all of you to please send in 

your membership dues promptly upon receipt of your 

membership application. 

 

The future of this club depends upon all of us, racers, 

social and Board members alike.  The recruitment and 

retaining of new members is crucial to our ability to 

continue to provide fun and competitive racing on White 

Bear Lake.  I hope that you will join us in this effort and 

take the time to talk to those on your dock around you 

who are sailors but have never tried racing.  A personal 

invitation is always best and hard to resist. 

  

There are lots of great activities to look forward to in-

cluding the next Off Season Gathering on April 6, the Ice 

Breaker on April 25 and our Rules and Tactics seminars 

on May 4 and May 11.   I hope to see everyone 

there,  veterans and newbie's alike! 
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Isle Royale, at a little over a hundred miles from the Apos-

tle Islands is a wilderness destination that must be seen 

to be believed.  This rugged and pristine island, the larg-

est in Lake Superior, is accessible only by boat or plane.   

 

The crossing to Isle Royale from Bayfield by sailboat is an  

experience not to be missed, especially being able to 

make the journey with fellow passage makers.   

Isle Royale 2010 will  get underway with an anticipated 

departure date of Saturday, July 24 with a return to Pikes 

Bay Marina no later than Sunday, August 1.  Boats that 

are already committed to the crossing are Dave Shores 

and his Sabre 36, ZaBreeNa and Jim and Sam Huonder 

and their Hunter 40.5, Emmanuel.   

Those who are interested but do not own a boat charter-

ing is an option.  If you qualify, Superior Charters 

(www.superiorcharters.com) has many fine boats in its 

fleet that are capable of getting you there and back in 

comfort and safety.  If you donõt have the necessary ex-

perience to charter a boat there are any number of li-

censed charter skippers available.   

 

If you have any questions, need more information or are 

interested in making the journey and want to join the flo-

tilla or if you are interested in crewing , please email to 

shuonder@live.com or call 651-246-5521 

Crossing to Isle Royale  2010 

Flotilla Forming Now! 

New for 2010 From the Commodoreé. 

òAnyone can hold the helm when the sea is calmó 
                                                 -Syrus Pubilius 
 
òIt isnõt that life ashore is distasteful to me.  But life at 
sea is better.ó  -Sir Francis Drake 

Sailing Quotes 



This article appeared in a recent edition of the St. Paul Pioneer Press.  Por-

tions of it are reproduced here with permission of the author. 

Craig Wills said he expects the calls to start coming soon.  

òPeople want to know when the lake is going to come back 

up,ó Wills, a hydrologist with the Minnesota DNR, said 

Thursday.  The lake in question is White Bear Lake, the larg-

est in the east metro and the one that most shows the ef-

fects of east central Minnesotaõs lingering drought.  White 

Bear is 4 1/2 feet below itõs banks, recovering from a sum-

mer when it flirted with an all -time low of 5 feet below nor-

mal.  And even though the National Weather Service still 

considers the region òabnormally dryó, Wills said thereõs 

hope White Bear could have a good spring bounce.  The 

snow cover in Ramsey and Washington counties-the lake 

straddles their border-is above average at 8 to 12 inches 

total.  Thatõs the equivalent of 2 to 4 inches of precipitation, 

Wills said.  White Bear has historical fluctuations-the dis-

tance from highest to lowest water levels-of almost 7 feet, 

county records show, so an upswing from the current low is 

expected.  But how quickly the lake recharges depends gen-

erally on how much precipitation the region receives this 

spring.  More immediately, Wills said, the big factor affect-

ing lake levels will be how quickly the snow pack melts.  If it 

goes fast, much will run off into streams and rivers and out 

of the region and wonõt help the lake.  If the snow goes 

slowly, more water will be absorbed into the ground to re-

charge the aquifer, which in turn pushes up the level of 

White Bear Lake.  The lake saw a bump of about a tenth of a 

foot over the past few months, according to Ramsey County 

records, which is another good sign-lakes typically lose wa-

ter over the winter.  Wills did say the lake will back-but no-

body knows when.  òIt is a wait and see thing,ó Wills said.  

òEverybodyõs hoping for the best.ó 

 

F e b r u a r y / M a r c h  2 0 1 0  P a g e  4  

It is not often that you can buy a piece of history but 

here is your chance.  Ron Nelson and his delightful wife 

Norma are a very big part of this clubõs history.  From itõs 

very inception Ron and Norma have been staunch sup-

porters of the BBYRA for more than 20 years.  On the 

race course no one was more crafty than Ron Nelson, 

the silver fox. Always a threat if you raced against him 

more likely than not at some point you would find your-

self watching òAnnieõsó lovely transom crossing the fin-

ish line well ahead of you.  I first met Ron the day Jim 

and I were launching our first boat.  It was a 1981 

Seidelmann and it was June of 1996.  Ron stopped by to 

admire the boat (which endeared him to me immedi-

ately) and he invited Jim and I to join the BBYRA.  While 

we did not take him up on his offer immediately we did  

eventually.   In those early days of racing when Jim and I 

floundered and were flummoxed by rules and tactics we 

could always count on Ron for wise counsel.  He always 

had time to talk and would answer our endless ques-

tions patiently and with his characteristic good humor.  

Ron and I served on the Board of Directors for a couple 

of years.  While I served as Commodore I found myself 

again turning to Ron frequently for guidance and he 

never let me down.   Ronõs sailing partner and wife of 

more than 50 years, Norma, has been an inspiration to 

many of the women in the BBYRA.    An early and ardent 

supporter of the WINCHES races, Norma led by example 

and made it possible for some of us to take the helm of  

our own boats and sail without a man on board to rely 

on.  It was a most memorable experience for me.   For 

many years Ron and Norma served as entertainment at 

our end of season Award Banquets where they would 

serenade BBYRA sailors and crew with humorous musi-

cal renditions, usually at some poor victims expense.   

Annie, their beloved 1986 Cal 22 is now up for sale.  She 

is a perfect starter keelboat with a very responsive 

helm. It is fully loaded including 2 mainsails, 5 jibs spin-

naker, 4 hp Yamaha, sail cover, privacy curtains, 5 gal-

lon water storage, teak table, 48 qt. cooler, swim lad-

der, porta-potti and more.  She is listed at White Bear 

Boat Works and can be viewed online at 

www.whitebearboatworks.com.  Better yet, give Jason a 

call at 651 -429-7221 to arrange a viewing.   

 

  

 

Will Lake bounce back up soon? 

A Piece of History by Sam Huonder 

Annie, in all her 

glory, scoots 

downwind, on her 

way to a first 

place finish. 

Ron and Norma lampoon hapless victims while entertaining 

the rest of the audience during the 2001 Awards Banquet 


